
Quick Start Guide

Lab Armor® Beads are eco-friendly and low-maintenance metallic beads that can replace water in existing 
water baths, aluminum blocks in dry baths and even ice in ice buckets. The innovative Lab Armor Beads can 
also be used in containers placed in ovens and incubators to replace sample racks.

Beads are incredibly convenient, stay dry and protected from water-borne microbial contaminants.  Use this 
guide to help upgrade your entire lab experince with Lab Armor Beads.

Equipment Compatibility

Lab Armor Beads can be used 
in most general-purpose water 
baths and dry baths with exposed 
or recessed heating elements that 
are centrally located.

Beads are not recommended for 
use in the following;

•	 Shaking Baths
•	 Circulationg Baths
•	 Baths with Float Switches
•	 Shallow Baths < 5 in or 13 cm
•	 Deep Baths > 8 in or 20 cm

Learn more from the water bath 
compatibility video at 
www.labarmor.com/videos

Preparation & Setup Maintenance & Cleaning

Steps for preparing your water 
bath for Beads;

1.	 Power off the bath
2.	 Unplug the bath
3.	 Pour out any water
4.	 Clean the bath
5.	 Allow bath to dry
6.	 Fill the bath with Beads
7.	 Fill  to 1.5 in or 4 cm from top
8.	 Plug in the bath
9.	 Power on bath
10.	Set to desired temperature

Allow the Beads to equilibrate 
overnight, or after 5 to 10 minutes 
you can periodically stir the Beads 
briskly with a sitr rod and allow 
the bath to equilibrate over 2 to 5 
hours.

Lab Armor Beads are easy to keep 
clean with a spray application of 
70% ethanol every few weeks.

Steps for cleaning spills;

1.	 Scoop out Beads
2.	 Wash with mild dish detergent
3.	 Clean with water
4.	 Spray with 70% ethanol
5.	 Dry beads completely  

Avoid using strong acids, bases, 
including bleach solutions and 
other strong corrosive detergents. 
Do not autoclave the Beads.

The end user should determine the specific 
cleaning and preventative maintenance 
protocol based on the type of lab, 
application, and materials being handled.

Learn more from the video at 
www.labarmor.com/videos
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